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On 26 March the Go8 renewed its very strong links with 
Germany through a new MoU with the German Academic 
Exchange Service (DAAD).

For the past three years the Go8 and the DAAD have been 
partners in the Germany Joint Research Cooperation 
Scheme which has provided over $3 million to support 
research exchange between Australia and Germany.

Signing today’s MoU on behalf of the Go8 at the DAAD’s 
Australian Alumni Event, University of Sydney Vice-
Chancellor, Dr Michael Spence, said it represents a long-
term commitment from both sides.

Dr Michael Spence, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Sydney and Dr 
Christian Bode, Secretary General of the DAAD, sign the Go8 MoU

Dr Iain Mattaj, Director General of EMBL, signs the 
Go8 MoU at Monash University on 29 March 2010; 
Back row L to R: Professor Richard Larkins AO, Chair 
of EMBL Australia, Kerrie Thornton, Go8 International 
Director and Dr Silke Shumacher, EMBL International 
Relations Director

Go8 students now have access to 
a joint PhD with one of the world’s 
leading research facilities thanks 
to a new MoU with the European 
Molecular Biology Laboratory 
(EMBL).

EMBL is Europe’s life sciences research 
flagship. Based on analysis of citation 
data it ranks as the highest performing 
research institution outside the US. 

The EMBL Australia International 
PhD Program will allow up to three 
students a year to undertake a PhD at 
the EMBL. The PhDs will be co-funded 
by EMBL Australia and each student’s 
Australian host university. 

“The Go8 is delighted to be forming 
this partnership with the world’s most 
respected life sciences institute,” said 
Go8 Chair, Professor Alan Robson. 

“The MoU signed today will mean that 
Go8 students accepted into the 
program will receive joint supervision 
and a joint award from their host 
university in Australia and the EMBL.”

Applications are open now, with the 
first PhDs to commence in October 
2010. Australia became EMBL’s first 
“Associate Member” in 2008 through 
financial contributions from the 
Australian Government, CSIRO and 
Go8 member universities (Monash, 
UQ, UWA and Sydney).

For more details, including online 
application submission, please see 
http://www.go8.edu.au/university-
staff/international-collaboration/194-
group-of-eight-partners-with-leading-
european-research-facility

“The Go8 is delighted to be renewing this partnership with 
the DAAD, one of the world’s largest and most respected 
organisations in international academic cooperation,” said 
Dr Spence.

“Of particular significance is the fact that the level of trust 
between our two organisations has been developed to 
such an extent in recent years that we are prepared to 
commit to long-term collaboration.”

DAAD Secretary General, Dr Christian Bode, signing the MoU 
on behalf of the DAAD, said the scheme is the first ongoing 
cooperation between German and Australian academics.

“Since 2007 the scheme has attracted increased demand 
from both sides and has stimulated cooperation 
considerably. It has strengthened Trans-Pacific ties and 
supported the internationalisation of the universities in 
both countries.”

Calls for applications under the Go8-Germany Joint 
Research Cooperation Scheme are now open. 

Details are available from the Go8 website: http://go8.edu.
au/university-staff/international-collaboration/81-go8-
germany-joint-research-co-operation-scheme
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MATHS REVIEW 
ATTRACTS SUPPORT
The Go8’s Review of Education in 
Mathematics, Data Science and 
Quantitative Disciplines, released 
on 9 March, attracted considerable 
attention in the media and support 
from experts in the sector.

Last month fifty graduate students 
from the US, Australia and China 
met at Harvard University to present 
their research on climate.

The Go8 partnered with the Committee 
for Australian Studies at Harvard 
University and the leading universities 
in China, the C9, in organising a 
conference for the research leaders of 
the next generation.

Professor Dick Strugnell, Dean of 
Graduate Studies from the University 
of Melbourne, said the conference 
provided an intense and stimulating 
environment for the students.

PhD student from the Australian 
National University, Petrina Schiavi, said 
the conference was unique in drawing 
together humanities and science 
scholars to talk about the ways in which 
their work crossed the boundaries 
of both humanities and science. 

“Together, China and the US are 
responsible for around 40% of the 
world’s total CO2 emissions, while 
Australia is one of the highest emitters 
of CO2 per capita. As scholars, we are 
acutely aware of the challenges and 
responsibilities of our own countries 
in reducing carbon emissions, of our 
need to work together, and also of the 
challenges that we face in attempting 
to address a global problem in our 
respective areas of research.” 

Timothy Chandler from Monash 
University, whose paper focused on 
the experience of climate change in 
everyday life, said a Facebook group 
has been created so participants can 
continue to increase their understanding 
and research about climate. 

Abstracts from the conference are 
available from: http://isites.harvard.
edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=k61661&tab
groupid=icb.tabgroup95861

Students and supervisors 
attending the conference at 

Harvard University 

Professor Tom Griffiths, The Australian National University, Professor Alison Bashford, Chair in Australian 
Studies at Harvard University and convenor of the conference and Professor Pu Lijie, Nanjing University

The review, chaired by former 
University of Sydney Vice-Chancellor, 
Gavin Brown, found that the state of 
mathematical sciences in Australia has 
deteriorated to a dangerous level and 
that universities will need to provide 
additional maths enabling courses 
and to improve cooperation between 
education and maths faculties in future. 

The Review highlights some startling 
statistics.

•	 From 2001 to 2007 the number of 
students enrolled in a mathematics 
major in Australian universities 
declined by approximately 15%.

•	 The number of students taking 
Advanced Maths at high school 
also dropped by 27% between  
1995 and 2007.

•	 Demand for mathematics and 
statistics graduates is predicted to 
grow by 3.5% per year till 2013.

The Review emphasises the fact  
that universities alone cannot arrest 
the decline and that federal and 
state governments will need to be 
closely involved in finding solutions 
for the future.

The Review can be downloaded from: 
http://go8.edu.au/storage/go8 
statements/2010/Go8MathsReview.pdf
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UPCOMING EVENTS

�� Go8 Deputy Vice-Chancellors (Research) meet in Canberra on 9 April
�� Go8 Student Equity meeting in Canberra on 9 April
�� Go8 Deans of Graduate Studies meet in Adelaide on 12 April
�� Go8 Deans of Medicine meet in Canberra on 13 April
�� Go8 Academic Policy Committee meeting in Canberra on 23 April
�� Go8 Deans of Engineering meet in Perth on 29 and 30 April
�� Go8 Facilities Directors meet in Perth on 7 May
�� Go8 Vice-Chancellors meet in Sydney on 19 May
�� Go8 Human Resources Directors meet in Perth on 20 May
�� Go8 International Directors meet in Canberra on 21 May
�� Go8 Chief Financial Officers meet in Brisbane on 25 June

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER
The Go8 Update is published online to keep the Go8 
network of committees and staff at Go8 universities 
informed about the organisation’s activities.

CONTACT US
The Group of Eight Limited, Group of Eight House
Level 2, 101 Northbourne Ave, Turner ACT 2612
PO Box 6229, O’Connor ACT 2602
Tel +61 (0)2 6239 5488 | Fax +61 (0)2 6239 5808
www.go8.edu.au

AFR higher education conference                    SPECIAL OFFER
For the first time the annual Financial Review higher education conference will be held in 
June this year in order to discuss the impact of the Federal Budget on the sector. 

Staff of Go8 universities are eligible for a 10% discount on the registration fee. For details 
see: http://www.afr.com/p/financial_review_higher_education_MaGTPhrjCzXrvUAYIcejWM

In celebration of its 90th anniversary, 
Harbin Institute of Technology 
(HIT), one of the leading universities 
in China and a member of the C9 
(Consortium of China Nine Research 
Universities), has offered scholarships 
to students of Go8 member 
universities to attend a week long 
summer school in northern China 
from 28 July this year. 

The HIT summer school 2010 “Modern 
China Program” will attract over 100 
university students from all over the 
world. HIT will cover the cost of local 
expenses for successful applicants, 
including transport in Harbin, 
accommodation and meals. 

To receive the scholarship, students will 
need to be currently enrolled at one of 
the Go8 universities and apply online at 
http://cr.hit.edu.cn/ by 15 May 2010. 

For further information, please go to 
http://cr.hit.edu.cn/ 
or contact 
Ms Kelly Wang on  
iea2@hit.edu.cn.

Go8 Philanthropy

A new section of the website 
highlights the positive results of 
philanthropic funding. Students, 
researchers and donors tell 
how university philanthropy 
changed their lives.

See: http://www.go8.edu.au/projects-made-possible-by-donors

New policy papers 

1.	 A joint position paper with CSIRO 
and NICTA to the IP Australia 
Patents Law Reform Process 
“Maintaining an effective research 
environment in Australia”. 

2.	 A response to DIAC’s skilled 
migration points test review discussion paper.

3.	 “Review of Education in Mathematics, Data Science and Qualitative 
Disciplines” for the Go8 by Professor Gavin Brown.

See http://www.go8.edu.au/government-a-business/go8-policy-a-analysis

Why the Group of Eight?

A new publication compares Go8 
universities with the average across a 
range of measures including student-
staff ratios and research income.

See: http://www.go8.edu.au/go8-indicators

  Indicator The Australian 
National 

University

Monash 
University

The University 
of Adelaide

The University 
of Melbourne

The University 
of New South 

Wales

The University 
of Sydney

The University 
of Queensland

The University 
of Western 
Australia

Average 
for rest of 
Australia’s 

universities 

  Closest non-Go8 university

International students (2007) 3,372 17,813 5,445 11,191 9,399 10,429 6,987 3,763 6,096 19,827 
RMIT University

% of all students
22% 32% 27% 25% [22%] 22% 18% 20% 26%

Proportion of domestic undergraduate commencers with school leaving attainment in top 10% (2007)

54% 45% 43% 77% 49% 60% 56% 66% 18% 45% 
Macquarie University

Attrition rate for first year domestic Bachelor Degree students (2006)

11.3% 12.3% 15.3% 8.6% 11.9% 11.2% 17.6% 12.3% 20.6% 12.7% 
The University of Technology, Sydney

Apparent gross student EFTSL to academic staff FTE ratio (2007)
5.5 11.9 9.5 10.0 11.4 11.4 9.0 9.3 18.8 12.6 

Charles Darwin University

Number of fields (out of 381 narrow disciplines) in which Doctoral students are enrolled (2007)

57 109 126 108 83 137 150 100 50 210 
Griffith University

71 
La Trobe University

Fields with Graduate research student enrolments as a proportion of all fields taught by the university (2007)

50% 48% 63% 45% 40% 66% 67% 50% 29% 80% 
Griffith University

59% 
La Trobe University

Academic staff (actual FTE including casuals) with Research only appointments (2007)

1,366 1,396 761 1,484 781 1,124 1,457 621 121 354 
Griffith University

As proportion of all academic staff in university 67% 40% 45% 43% 29% 35% 45% 38% 16% 29% 
The University of Tasmania

Academic staff (actual FTE including casuals)with Research and Teaching  appointments

588 1,580 729 1,515 1,528 1,601 1,482 836 467 933 
Queensland University of Technology

As proportion of all academic staff in university (2007)
29% 45% 43% 44% 57% 50% 45% 51% 61% 93% 

The University of Canberra

Number of academic staff with doctorate qualifications (2008)
1,254 2,080 881 2,117 2,646 1,772 1,852 980 374 1,036 

Queensland University of Technology

As proportion of all academic staff at the university 80% 60% 68% 64% 59% 64% 71% 64% 56% 71% 
The University of Wollongong

[Source: Department of Employment, Education and Workplace Relations, Higher Education Statistics. Finance 2007; Students 2006, 2007; Staff 2007, 2008; Universities Admissions Centres data for 2007; and the 2007 Higher Education Research 

Data Collection, Department of Innovation, Industry, Science and Research.] 
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of Sydney

  Indicator
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of Sydney
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of Western 
Australia

Average 
for rest of 
Australia’s 

universities 

  Closest non-Go8 university
Net assets (2007)  
($million) 1,895 1,365 855 3,519 1,302 3,217 2,169 1,388 517 1,099 

Macquarie University

Annual revenue (2007) 
($million) 785 1,143 498 1,429 921 1,301 1,050 590 300 595 

RMIT University

Total research income (2007) ($million) 136 233 116 309 233 311 244 147 25 71 
The University of Newcastle

Total research income per 
academic staff FTE with a 
research function (2007) 
($thousand)

70 78 78 103 101 114 83 101 39 76 
The University of NewcastleNationally competitive  

research Income (2007) 
($million)

77 95 61 147 90 126 119 71 9 29 
The University of Tasmania

Industry-funded  
research income (2007) 
($million)

18 61 20 74 71 125 60 40 7 30 
The University of Newcastle

Total students (2007) 15,416 55,765 20,154 44,251 42,933 46,934 37,950 18,650 22,718 43,251 
RMIT University

Undergraduate students (2007) 9,049 39,040 13,904 28,159 25,973 30,060 27,178 14,134 16,048 32,940 
RMIT University

% of all students  
at the university

59% 70% 69% 64% 60% 64% 72% 76% 71%PhD students (2007) 2,095 2,641 1,654 3,791 2,619 3,212 3,165 1,672 659 1,431 
Curtin University of Technology

% of all students at the 
university 14% 5% 8% 9% 6% 7% 8% 9% 3% 6% 

The University of Tasmania

Medical students (2008) 350 1,671 867 1,878 1,435 1,120 1,505 1,111 126 625 
James Cook University

Indicators of Australia’s Group of Eight Universities

Harbin Institute of 
Technology, China
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